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1983 ANNUAL MEETING
RESOLUTIONS

FORMER HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD MEMBER AND
RURAL ROSWELL FARMER RECEIVES
AGRICULTURALIST OF DISTINCTION AWARD

~ following Resolutions were unanimously passed by vote of the general
membership-of the Historical Society of New Mexico at its annual business meeting
held on May 14, 1983 in Albuquerque.
RESOLUTION #1:
WHEREAS:
The building known as Pigeon Ranch on the Glorieta Battlefield (Santa Fe County, New Mexico) is of major historical
importance to the State, and,
The structure is a National Registered Historic Site, and,
WHEREAS:
Pigeon Ranch is closely identified with the Santa Fe Trail and
WHEREAS:
with the Civil War military engagement known as the Battle of
Glorietta, the most decisive conflict in the far West (March 28,
1862), and
The 1983 Legislature appropriated funds to study the feasibiliWHEREAS:
ty of establishing a State Military Museum,
N ow therefore be it resolved:
That the Historical Society of New Mexico at its Annual Conference, May 14, 1983, requests Governor Toney Anaya and
Jill Cooper of the Office of Cultural Affairs to direct that the
Pigeon Ranch be included among the sites to be studied for
location of the said Military Museum.
~

.-

RESOLUTION #2:
WHEREAS:
The basic missions of the National Archives (NARS) and the
General Services Administration (GSA) are incompatible, and
WHEREAS:
The NARS should be restored to its former independent
status, to prevent further politicizing of its activities, and
WHEREAS:
The archivist of the United States should have the final
authority over custody and protection of the Nation's
documentary patrimony, and
WHEREAS:
Senate' Bill 905, which would accomplish these aims, is now
before the U.S. Congess,
Now therefore be it resolved:
That the Historical Society of New Mexico expresses its
suport of S.905, and urgently requests the New Mexico Congressional Delegations to work for its passage in its present
form.
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RESOLUTION #3:
WHEREAS:
The Historical Society of New Mexico strongly supports the
passage of S.905, which would separate the National Archives
and the Records Services from the General Services Administration, and restore the original autonomy, and
WHEREAS:
Senator Jeff Bingaman has become a cosponsor of S.905,
Therefore be it resolved:
That the Historical Society of New Mexico at its Annual Conference of May 14, 1983,
Hereby expresses its gratitude to Senator Bingaman for his
support and cosponsorship of S.905.
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RESOLUTION #4:
San Jose de las Huertas, located in Sandoval County, stands as
WHEREAS:
an outstanding example of a prehistoric, Spanish and Mexican
period archaeological site; and
This site represents approximately seven hundred years of
WHEREAS:
cultural continuity in the Las Huertas Valley; and
The remains of San Jose de las Huertas have been left relatively
WHEREAS:
intact and free from intrusive development; and
It is in the best interest of the historical community and the
WHEREAS:
people of New Mexico to ensure the protection and preservation of this site;
N ow therefore be it resolved:
That the Historical Society of New Mexico support the protection and preservation of San Jose de las Huertas; and
That in the interest of protecting and preserving the site the
Historical Society send a letter to the Sandoval County Commission urging it to protect the integrity of the site by enacting
an appropriate zoning ordinance to prevent intrusive development; and
That copies of the letter be sent to Shell Oil Company, the Archaeological Conservancy, State Historic Preservation Bureau,
State Cultural Properties Review Committee, the Sandoval
Hisorical Society, state legislators and senators representing
Sandoval County, and the Governor of New Mexico; and
That individual members of the Historical Society residing in
Sandoval County be urged to communicate their concerns
over the protection and preservation of the site to their councilors.

Morgan Nelson, second f rom left, receives the Philip J. Leyendeck er Agriculturist of Distinction A ward .
With him, from left, are Dr. L. S. Pope, dean of the NMSU College of Agricultrue and Home
Economics; Dean Em eritus Philip J. Leyendecker, and NMSU President Gerald W. Thomas. (N M SU
Ag Info photo)

LAS CRUCES- -Morgan Nelson of rural Roswell, a cotton and alfalfa farmer
and retiring member of the Board of Directors of the Historical Society of New
Mexico who has been a friend to New Mexico State University for many years, was
honored by the College of Agriculture and Home Economics April 28.
Nelson received the Philip J. Leyendecker Agriculturist of Distinction Award during the college's annual awards ceremony. Dean Emeritus Leyendecker of Las
Cruces presented the award.
Dr. L.S. Pope, Dean of the college, outlined Nelson's many contributions to
agriculture and to the university.
Nelson has maintained experimental plots for NMSU since 1927 on his 530-acre
irrigated farm in Chaves and Eddy counties, Pope said.
Since 1960, Nelson has been a director of the 1517 Acala Cotton Association. He
has been a director of Cotton, Inc., New York, N.Y., since 1971.
"In this capacity he has influenced national cotton policy and has been a vigorous
supporter of improvements in the industry," Pope said in announcing the award.
"His main interests have been in the improvement of cotton, and in this regard he
is held in state and national esteem. "
Nelson, 63, has been chairman of the New Mexico Cotton Advisory Committee
and a member of the USDA Advisory Committee on Cotton as well as a delegate to
the National Cotton Council. Nelson is currently a member of the Southwest Irrigated Cotton Growers Board of Directors.
He is a former member of the New Mexico House of Representatives and has
served on the boards of directos of several New Me xico businesses.
A 1941 NMSU graduate with a bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering,
Nelson did graduate work at Eastern New Mexico State University. He served in the
U.S. Air Force in World War II and the Korean War and retired with the rank of colonel.
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First Annual
Historical Society of New Mexico Awards
At its annual meeting and conference held this past April in Albuquerque, the
Historical Society of New Mexico presented the first awards under its recently
established Awards Program. The awards bear the names of distinguished citizens
who have contributed to the history of New Mexico in the past; it is an honor for the
Society to recognize those citizens or organizations who continue that heritage.
The 1983 Honor Award recepients
are:
presentation of the history of Albuquerthe Dorothy Woodward Award
que in the publication:
to
Albuquerque - A Narrative History.
JEAN BURROUGHS
the L. Bradford Prince Award
for
to
enhancing public awareness of New
PIONEER SAVINGS AND TRUST
Mexico history through her articles and
for
books, and her presentations in the
the preservation of the NESTOR ARpublic schools of Roosevelt County ,
MUO HOUSE, Las Cruces, for use as
New Mexico.
a savings and trust institution - Ray
Mitcham and Alan Tucker, Architects,
the L. Bradford Prince Award
Las Cruces, New Mexico.
to
ROBERT and SHARON WOODS
the L. Bradford Prince Award
for
to
the preservation of the PROFESSOR
LONNIE and DANA LUCERO
].A. WOOD HOUSE, Santa Fe, New
and
Mexico, and the careful integration of
WID and KATHERINE SLICK
additions to the rear of the house.
for
the conception, financing and restorathe Gaspar Perez de Villagra
tion / renovation of the hundred year
Award to
old PLAZA HOTEL, Las Vegas , New
MARC SIMMONS
Mexico. / Johnson and Nestor, Archifor
tects , Santa Fe, New Mexico.
his scholarly research and excellent

PIONEER, SOLDIER AND STATESMAN
The Story of
Edmund Gibson
Ross
by:

Earl C. Kubicek
[Part 2 - Conclusion]

Ross' return to New Mexico took
on something of the aspects of a
triumphal tour - a most welcome
change from the attitudes that he
had been experiencing only a few
years previous. In Lawrence, Kansas, Ross was tendered a reception
at the Opera House with the City
Band escorting him. Members of the
Jeffersonian Club of Kansas City
came to town to honor him. 28 At
Raton, New Mexico, he was
tendered a banquet and he was feted
upon his arrival at Las Vegas, New
Mexico. Ross was essentially a
private man. Generally he avoided
any displays of ostentatiousness but
he could not control the enthusiasm
of his friends. However, in accordance with his own expressed
wishes, his arrival in Santa Fe was
un-announced.
He and his party first went to the
Palace Hotel in Santa Fe. Here they
would prepare for the swearing in
ceremonies. It was during Ross'
stopover at Las Vegas that
members of his party noticed him
conferring with Judge Vincent, the
newly appointed Supreme Court
Justice. It was following the talk
that Judge Vincent accompanied the
party on to Santa Fe. Everything
was in ' order for the inauguration
ceremony and it took place in the
long reception room of the old
Governor's Palace on the Plaza in
Santa Fe. Ross humorously remarked that " ...his was to be a sunrise
administration. "
Someone alerted the military at
Fort Marcy as to what was happening and, after the ceremony, the
Post Band was on hand to serenade
the new Governor on the Plaza.29
The Ross' used the Palace Hotel as
their temporary until their quarters
in the Governor's Palace could be
readied for them to occupy.
Ross' daughter noted that her
father and mother made themselves
quite at home in the Capital City.
The easy going pace of life and its
charm made them welcome. " ...
Evenings, there were band concerts
on the Plaza. Father would have the
doors opened into the wide hall and
take his chair outside, sitting with
his cigar (and) accessible to the
throng passing by and cordial to all.
Extra chairs were placed nearby for
friends wishing to linger in conversation (and) sometimes quite a
group would gather. There were
many pleasant people, some among
the military at the Fort, and a
number who became friends during
the succeeding years, even some
who differed politically... "31
On the business side, the new
Governor was soon made aware of
the ever present Land Grant situation that existed in the Territory.
Fraud and corruption, in this area
by a few individuals, was rampant.
In 1885 the Governor wrote the
Secretary of the Interior at
Washington, " ...It is now nearly
forty years since New Mexico
became a Territory of the United
States. In 1884 an effort was made
to institute a system of adjuncation
whereby titles in land grants could

be perfected. But, instead of accomplishing that purpose, these
titles have become, from year to
year, more complicated 'til they are
now far worse than at the time of annexation. "32
Ross also had something to say
about grant boundaries noting, " . . .
So common has this practice become
of enlarging the boundaries of bona
fide grants made by Spain and Mexico and so general and apparently
well grounded is the suspicion that
there has been in operation for many
years a systematic and cunningly
executed scheme for the manufacture of fraudulent titles to large
grants of public domain under the
guise of Spanish and Mexican
grants, that the public faith in all
such has, in turn, weakened faith on
titles to land in this Territory to
such a degree as to discourage investment and consequent develpmente .. "33
Of course, the appointment of a
Repubican to high office by a
Democratic President had political
repercussions
in
political
Washington, D.C. President
Cleveland was importuned, by some
of his disgruntled supporters, to
remove Territorial Governor Ross
on the grounds that he, Ross, had retained some Republicans who had
held over when he took over. To this
charge the President answered that
he too had been accused of having
retained members of the opposite
party in office when he took over the
presidency and so he dismissed the
accusations against Ross.
Life in the old Governor's Palace
in Santa Fe did have its bright and
pleasant side for the Ross family.
His daughter wrote, " ...We surely
brightened up the old building with
its fireplaces and evergreens. The
band concerts were held during
winter afternoons and Father used
to take his twin grandsons and walk
up and down the length of the long
building with them, enjoying the
music." She added almost as an
afterthought, ". . .They were very
sedate with him. "34
Even then, Santa Fe lured the venturesome travelers and tourists.
They were drawn, as if by a magnet,
to the old Governor's Palace. Many
wished to see the interior of the
historic old building. This,
sometimes, presented problems to
the occupants of the family
quarters.
The Governor and his wife used
the so-called "Ben Hur" Room as
their bedroom. This room honored
the memory of former Governor Lew
Wallace who is accounted to have
written some portions of his classic
historical novel within the confines
of the Palace. The rooms in the
Palace, for the most part, opened up
one into the other and their bedroom
opened up into their living room.
They were often surprised to have
visitors who would, unknowingly,
wander into their private quarters.
Informality has always been the
hallmark of Santa Fe. However
there were certain occasions that
called for formality and, in the
beginning, Mrs. Ross as hostess,
raised some eyebrows when she and
the Governor served coffee as the
beverage for these occasions. Admittedly this was something of an innovation for Santa Fe/35
When President Harrison succeeded President Cleveland in office,
Ross' term of office as Territorial
Governor of New Mexico, came to a

not unexpected end. The new President was appointing the Hon. L.
Bradford Price to be Territorial
Governor during his term.
Whereas Ross' inauguration was
almost Quaker-like in its simplicity
in keeping with the character of the
man, that of the new Governor was
marked by much ceremony and display. Ross, in leaving office, said he
had only one regret and that was
that he was not able to bring the
New Mexico Territory into the
Union as a State. This he really
wanted to do.
Now, as Private Citizen Ross, he
was inducted into the Grand Army
Post at Santa Fe. Later he transferred his membership in the organization to the Carleton Post at Albuquerque, his home. The Governor
and Mrs. Ross could have stayed on
to live in Santa Fe for Ross had been
offered a position with the Santa Fe
New Mexican newspaper but felt
that Albuquerque, with their family
and longtime friends, would be better sui ted as their final home.
They looked forward to enj oying
their twilight years together quietly
after a somewhat turbulent life.
Ross did serve for a time, after his
Governorship, as Secretary of the
Bureau of Immigration. While they
could not foresee events in the
future, they decided to celebrate
their Golden Wedding Anniversary
a year ahead of time. As events
proved, this was the last time that
all of the family would be together.
I t was not too long, after this joyous
event, that Mrs. Ross took ill and,
following a relatively short illness,
passed away at their home on
November 18th, 1899.
Mrs. Ross was laid to rest in Fairview Cemetary at Albuquerque.sf
The Governor then went to live with
his son, Pitt, who had just completed building a new home on Central Avenue in Albuquerque. It was
a t this place that the family
celebrated the Governor's 80th
birthday on December 7th, 1906.
While it was to be a bit late, as a
birthday present, Ross did receive
an unexpected visitor that winterno other than Hugh Cameron - the
same man who, at that infamous
mass meeting many years ago in
Lawrence, Kansas, had led them in
warning Ross to never return to
Kansas aftr his vote of acquittal for
President Johnson. Cameron had a
change of heart and walked all the
way to the New Mexico Territory to
tender his apologies for his excess in
the case of Ross. He wanted to
acknowledge to Ross that he, Ross,
was right and not he.
Then too, Ross had another visitor
in the person of a young man named
Ashurst - who would later become
U.S. Senator Henry F. Ashurst of
Arizona. Ashurst came to call upon
the former Governor and talk to him
about Ross' experiences in connection with the Impeachment Trial.
Ashurst noted, ", . .Although the
old man seemed reluctant to discuss
the trial, his mind was as clear as a
bell and he impressed (me) as having
a well orderd intellect and as being a
man above the ordinary politician in
force of character.' '37
Now, in the closing years of his
life, Edmund Gibson Ross was finally being recognized as a man apart.
Congress voted him his long-delayed
pension for his services as a soldier
during the Civil War; in 1908 the
leading citizens of Kansas undertook to have his statue placed in the

Hall of Fame at Washington, D.C.;
and letters came to Ross from some
of those who, in days past, had bitterly denounced him for his actions
which, at the time, seemed to them
to border on .treachery. They never
had the foresight that Ross had!
They wished to acknowledge to Ross
that he, and not they, had the
perception. Then too there were
many reviews of Ross' writings
which, up to that time, had gone
almost unnoticed. Far from "fading
away as an old soldier" Ross was
gaining added stature in the public
eye.
Even newspapers which, in the
past, could not seem to find terms
venomous enough to describe Ross
and is actions, came forth in praise
in their editorials. " .. .By the firmness and courage of Senator Ross,
the country was saved from a
calamity greater than war. He did
his duty knowing that it meant his
political death. He acted for his conscience and with lofty patriotism,
regardless of what he knew must be
the ruinous consequence to himself.
He acted right!. .. "38
The end of Ross' life came quietly
enough. He passed away at Albuquerque on May 9th, 1907. Services
were held in the Presbyterian
Church of that city with an overflow
of attendacne and with the Governor and his staff from Santa Fe present. The Carleton Post, G.A.R.,
Albuquerque, took charge following
the church services and he was laid
to rest at Fairview Cemetary
alongside his wife. He was saluted
by the playing of his favorite piece
of music, "The Officer's Funeral.' '39
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A Reader Questions
Article

REPRINT PROGRAM
ANNOUNCED

MAJOR INDIAN ARCHITECTURE EXHIBIT
OPENS AT THE PALACE OF THE GOVERNORS

I respond to a letter from Mr. Carl
W. Schaefer of Mansfield Center,
Conn. who questioned both this Editor
and Author Earl C. Kubicek on two
aspects of the article "Pioneer, Soldier
and Statesman" part 1 in La Cronica,
issue 16 . Mr. Schaefer thought that I,
as editor, should have "decided
whether the battle of Glorieta Pass or
that of Prairie Grove was the "Gettysberg of the West." Earl answers:
"The use of the term 'Gettysberg
of the West' in reference to the
Battle of Prairie Grove, Kansas ,
intrigued me when I found it so
referred to in Kansas papers of the
period. This in view of the
designation, in New Mexico,
with reference to the Battle of
Glorieta. Admittedly, both
engagements were small in relations to other Civil War battles
but they were important in the
eyes of their constituencies. So I
used the designation.
Further, Mr. Schaefer was concerned
about the actual definition of the word
"impeachment" as used in the article by
Earl. Even though I was verbally
chastised for not instructing Mr .
Kubicek "just what ' im p ea ch m en t'
means", I shall remain neutral in this
case. (I do know what the word
means.) I let Earl do his own defending
of his use of the word in this article:
"Weare pleased to learn that our
correpondent has read the U.S.
Constitution although he flatters
himself if he believes that he alone
knows how the terminology is applied . May we suggest that he
read Mr. Ross' own book entitled, Th e Johnson Impeachment
or that of our late beloved president, John F. Kennedy, Profiles in
Courage written when he was a
U.S. Senator, as to the application of the term in relation to
Senator Ross and as used in the
article. I can only wonder how
many writers from the "Nutmeg
State" wrote letters to the Editor
of the Chicago RECORDHERALD of Friday May 10,
1907, when the obituary on Ross
appeared under the headline,
"Edmund Gibson Ross: Whose
Vote Prevented the Impeachment
of Andrew Johnson."
Thank you Mr. Schaefer for calling
us to task. It is nice to hear from the far
east. (And in a personal aside between
Mr. Schaefer and myself, it is comforting to know that there are readers and
historian whose typing is as bad as my
own. But if your handwriting is as poor
as mine, thank God you typed the letter! ) Mr. Schaefer, if you ever get a
chance to visit New Mexico, please give
me a call.
JPC

The New Me xico Historical Review
Reprint Program is pleased to announce the a v a i l a b i l i t y of three
previously out-of-print issues. The first
is the April 1935 issue which includes
many fine articles, several by Lansing
Bloom with one in particular giving a
list of all governors of New Mexico
from 1598 to 1935, and an article by
France V. Scholes on "Civil Government and Society in New Mexico in the
Seventeenth Century" . Albuquerque,
New Mexico is the theme of the July
1980 issue with articles by many prominent authors including Marc Simmons,
Margaret Connell Szasz and Charles
Biebel. Lastly the January 1981 issue
has articles on Indian schooling, the Las
Trampas Land Grant and women and
politics in New Mexico from 19001940.
These are just a few of the many fine
articles which can be found in the fortysix NMHR Reprints which can be obtained from the New Mexico Historical
Review Reprint Program, Mesa Vista
Hall, Room 1013, University of New
Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico
87131.

The blending of Pueblo Indian design, architecture and culture is examined in a
major new exhibit opening Friday, Aug. 5 at the Palace of the Governors , the
history museum of the Museum of New Mexico.

LOS ALAMOS
HISTORICAL MUSEUM
SCHEDULES
SEPTEMBER EVENT

Requst for Donations
to 3rd Annual
Book Auction

-. -

THURSDAY , SEPTEMBER 1: An
evening of flamenco dancing featuring
Lili del Castillo and Luis Campos who
will give a lecture and demonstration
on the art of the flamenco dance, music
and rhythms. A fascinating experience.
If time allows, there will also be a
showing of the color, 28-minute film,
"Estarnpa Flamenca" featuring the
renowed Maria Benitez, flamenco
dancer from Taos. 7:30 pm, Fuller
Lodge
All events are free of charge and
open to the public. Events in Fuller
Lodge will be on a first come seating
basis. Call 662-6272 or 662-4493 for
more information.

..LAS VEGAS
WALKING GIDDE
ISSUED

"The Center Space: Pueblo Indian
Architecture" analyzes the evolving
and sustaining character of the pueblo
tradition and the relationships between
culture and design. Displayed are
roughly 175 artifacts, paintings,
photographs, models, maps, building
elements and even items of "kitsch,"
drawn from more than 60 private and
institutional collections. Curator for
the show is Santa Fe designer Jerome
Iowa; project coordinator is Dr.
Thomas Chavez, Museum of New
Mexico associate director for history.
The show, which took four years to
create, will be on exhibit in Santa Fe
for three years under the Smithsonian
Institutions Traveling Exhibit Service.
Cost of producing the exhibit was
roughly $500,000, half of which was
raised from sources outside the
Museum of New Mexico, including the
National Endowment for the Arts and
the National Endowment for the
Humanities.
A private preview reception is
scheduled from 5:30 to 7:30 p.rn.

WITH HERITAGE SO RICH
REISSUED UNDER
NEW TRUST REPRINT SERffiS
A most useful folder: "A Walking
Tour of the Plaza / Bridge Street
Historic District of Las Vegas, New
Mexico" has been issued by the Historic
Citizen's Committee for Historic
Preservation of Las Vegas.
The folder, written by architectural
historian Cris Wilson, begins with a
brief history of Las Vegas and continues with a short history of fourteen
historic buildings located around the
Plaza and a lo ng Bridge Street. The
folder contains an easy to follow map
and a good ink sketch of each building.
It wil be of real benefit to all visitors to
one of New Mexico's most Victorian
Period cities.
It is a good beginning. I expect it to
be followed by additional folders covering the other historic districts of Las
Vegas.
JPC

-. -

Your Historical Society of New Mexico and especially the book auction
committee, would like to announce the
third book auction to be held at the
Annual Meeting at Taos. We would
like to receive your suport in the form
of books, maps , prints, pamphlets,
photgraphs, and other historic items to
be sold at the auction. Please send all
gifts to:
Bart Durham
De La Pena
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501
Please let me remind you that many
items for the auction are hiding in your
attic and / or storeroom. Remember
also that these gifts are tax deductable.
Any questions may be directed to BartDurham at 505 (982-1299.

Thursday, Aug. 4, sponsored by the
Museum of New Mexico Foundation.
Persons interested in joining the nonprofit foundation are welcome to
attend.
The Indian pueblos of New Mexico
and Arizona are thought to be the
oldest towns in the nation. With their
terraced layers of dwellings, the
pueblos were the forerunners of
modern day apartments or condominiums. (Pueblo Bonito was the
largest apartment-style structure in the
world until the late 19th century.)
In its 1000-year history, the pueblo
has evolved and adapted, but always
retained its essential architectural
character. Through this evolutionary
process, several constants remain visible, including the "center space," the
open communal, ceremonial area of
the pueblo, similar to the plaza or town
square in other areas.
Because the Pueblo Indian culture is
densely interwoven, the exhibit also
examines cultural artifacts such as pottery and jewelry. The motifs of
architecture are often repeated designs
in both decorative and utilitarian objects.
With the coming of other cultures beginning with the Spaniards in 1540
- a cultural sharing and borrowing
began. The Pueblo Indians incorporated design from the Hispanic and
Anglo cultures, and at the same time
influenced design in those cultures. For
example, some elements of Santa Fe's

With Heritage So Rich, the book that
led to passage of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, is now back
in print in a revised paperbound edition. This classic preservation book has
been reissued by the Preservation Press
of the National Trust for Historic
Preservation under a new Landmark
Reprint Series designed to republish important books on historic preservation.
When it was first published in 1966,
With Heritage So Rich drew public attention to the escalating destruction of
the nation's architectural heritage
through its dramatic photographs, essays by noted historians and preservationists and an evocative photo essay.
The book's recommendations for a
vigorous national preservation program to stem the tide of demolition
were adopted later that year in the 1966
preservation act, the most important
national preservation legislation
enacted in the United States.
"The buildings which express our national heritage are not simply interesting," writes Lady Bird Johnson in her
preface to the first edition. "They give a
sense of continuity and of heightened
reality to our thinking about the whole
meaning of the American past."
With Heritage So Ri ch was prepared
originally by a special committee of the

•

(continued pa ge 4 , )

U.S. Conference of Mayors, under the
chairmanship of former Rep. Albert
Rains of Alabama and the directorship
of Laurence G. Henderson. In essays,
photographs and verse, the authors
depict the vast array of buildings and
landscapes worth reserving, document
the architectural losses suffered and
chart ways to provide better stewardship of the country's architectural
heritage.
Among the authors are Walter Muir
Whitehill, Christopher Tunnard,
Sidney Hyman, George Zabriskie,
Helen Duprey Bullock, Robert R.
Garvey, Jr., Carl Feiss and Richard H.
Howland. The nearly 100 photographs
include the work of noted photographers such as Dorothea Lange, Russell
Lee , Frances Benjamin Johnston,
Balthazar Korab and the Historic
American Buildings Survey.
The new landmark Reprint Series
edition features an introduction by
preservation historian Charles B.
Hosmer, Jr., which analyzes the impact
of the book and the 1966 act over the
past two decades and presents the
challenges facing preservation today.
"It is wise to pause and look at what the
pioneers of the current preservation
movement accomplished ," suggests
Hosmer, "and there is no more effective
way to do this than to reread With
Heritage So Ri ch, including its specific
recommendations. "
The revised edition also includes new
photographs reflecting the broadened
focus of the preservation movement, as
well as the complete text of the 1966 act
and its later amendments.
With Heritage So Rich ($18.95) may
be purchased by mail from the Preservation Shops, 1600 H Street, N. W.,
Washington D.C. 20036 (add $2.50
postage).
WITH HERITAGE SO RICH
Landmark Reprint Series
232 pp., illus., appendix
$18.95 paperbound
ISBN 0-89133-104-2
Fall Selection of
Library of Urban Affairs and
Architects Book Club

INDIAN ARCHITECTURE
(Continued)
unique architectural design trace their
roots to the pueblo.
Today, Pueblo Indians are
rediscovering the importance and value
of traditional ways and design. Some
tribal members say the old traditions
have been lost; others say tradition is
strong and alive. Regardless of future
change, the constant of the "center
space" is likely to survive.
The Palace of the Governors, where
the exhibit is housed, is listed in the
text of the show as one of the first
forms of new architecture the Pueblo
Indians saw. The capital of Spain's new
territory was established in Santa Fe in
1610, with the Palace of the Governors
or "casas reales" as the seat of government. Among design elements introduced by the Spaniards and visible
today at the Palace are the technique of
forming mud into bricks called adobe
and use of corbels to support ceiling
beams.
"The Center Space exhibit embodies
an idea about living and about
buildings and objects," Chavez said.
"While explaining certain elements, it
takes awareness beyond the obvious
and immediate, provoking thought
about the place of architecture and artifacts in the beliefs and activities of
humans
Summer hours at the history
museum are 9 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. daily.
The Palace of the Governors will begin
closing Mondays October 17. Admis sion is free; donations suggested.
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The Staabs of Santa Fe
Are Featured in
"Rio Grande History"
The latest issue (number 13) of Rio
Grande History is devoted entirely to
the brothers Staab of Sant Fe written
by Floyd S. Fierman. Zadok and
Abraham Staab were born in
Westphalia, Germany in the 1830's. In
the 1850's they came to work for the
House of Speigelberg in Santa Fe.
In 1848, or '59, they established
their own general mercantile business,
Zadok Staab and Brother. (In an 1875
article the Santa Fe Daily New Mexican gives the date of 1858, while
records of Commercial Licenses for
Santa Fe County indicate 1859.) The
business grew to becomne one of the
most prominent retail and wholesale
establishments in the Territory. An
advertisement in the newspaper of
1868 list the firm's merchandise as including foreign and domestic dry
goods, clothing, groceries, liquors and
cigars, boots, shoes, hats and caps,
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carpets, toilet articles, plus whatever it
might mean "Fancy Articles, etc."
Zadok died in 1884, but Abraham
carried on the business until his death
in 1913. Unfortunately, Mr. Fierman
does not tell us what happened to the
firm after Abraham's death .
I enjoyed learning about two of Santa Fe's leading citizens, but I was left
with some unresolved and tantalizing
question. In the section entitled "The
Plantiff" we are told of a few cases
when Abraham is suing his debtors. I
wanted to know the outcome of the
suits. Did Ralph Emerson Twitchell
and Charles H. Gildersleeve pay up?
They appeared to have failed to pay
Stabb for a promissory note of
$150 .00. In another case Western
Union Telegraph Company is sued for
damages, when Staab claims that an
important business telegram was not
delivered on time. Did Staab collect the
"
. $4,750 plus costs ... "?
. -~ . ~~"

OSAF Initiates
New Awards Program
at Annual Meeting

..::.:~

Staab House. The mansard roof has
been removed and the house remodeled into La Posada Inn.

The article reminds us that the
Abraham Staab residence is now the La
Posada Inn. The mansion, located on
Place Avenue, was almost buried under
Santa Fe architecural revival romance
which invaded the hearts and minds of
Santa Feans after the turn of the century. The present management of La
Posada has carefull uncovered long
hidden wood trim and marble
fireplaces, and has restored a bit of the
mansion's past granduer.
If you are not currently receiving Rio
Grande History, I suggest that you
send a check for $10.00 to join the Rio
Grande Historical Collections,
publishers of this fine magazine, at
University Library, NMSU, P.O. Box
3475, Las Cruces, New Mexico
-88003.
JPC

•
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The Old Santa Fe Association held
its Annual Meeting in Santa Fe at the
La Fonda on the afternoon of July 7,
1983. The business meeting was
highlighted by a report by President
Thomas Chavez outlining the activities
of the Association for the past year and
the election of seven Directors to serve
for three year terms.
A panel discussion preceeded the
business meeting. Representatives from
the Historic Santa Fe Foundation, the
Santa Fe's Historic Design Review
Board and the Old Santa Fe Association detailed the roles each organization plays in the city. A lively interchange between the audience and panel
speakers followed the opening
remarks.
President Chavez presented the first
awards in a newly established program. Each of the 57 founding
members of the Old Santa Fe Associa tion were recognized and certificates
were presented to relatives present.
Three additional citizens were
presented with award certificates: Freemont Ellis, Anita Thomas and
Remaldo E. "Cuate" Chaves. Unfortunately, "Cuate" died just a few days
before the awards were announced.
The awards certificates read:
"The
Old
Santa
Fe
Association . . . in the spirit of the
devoted and inspired statesmanship
of the historical founders and
leaders of Santa Fe ... and wishing
to recognize those who have contributed to the preservation of Santa
Fe's unique heritage ... does
hereby honor (Mrs. Anita Thomas)
DISTINGUISHED FOUNDING
CITIZEN . . . in appreciation of
outstanding service in support of
Santa Fe's finest traditions."
An exhibit of panels celebrating the
fiftieth anniversery of the establishment of the Historic American
Buildings Survey was on display during
the afternoon. The exhibit was
prepared by the HABS staff in
Washington, D.C. and is the property
of the New Mexico Society of
Architects.
0
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The 1984 Annual Conference and
Meeting of the Historical Society of
New Mexico will take place in Taos,
New Mexico. The dates have been
selected: April 26 -29. The conference
is being co-sponsored by the Kit Carson Foundation of Taos. Mark your
calander; plan to join us.
As usual, an interesting and provocative program is planned. The
opening reception will take place on
Thursday evening, April 26th with
concurrent sessions begining on Friday
Morning.
Papers are sought on such diverse
subjects as: Agricultural History, Wire

Making in New Mexico, Historic
Preservation, Militay History and Explorers, Medicial History, New Mexico Towns - living and gone, Jewish
History, Historic Art, and Railroads
(of course, Spencer Wilson is the Conference Chairman). In addition it is expected that sessions will be devoted to
"How to get your manuscript published" and Teaching N.M. history in the
Public Schools. However, the program
is still in the formulative stage; we
welcome your input. If you have
another topic, and would like to help
put together a session panel; let us hear
from you.
Contact Dr. Spencer Wilson at P.O.
Box 1833, Socorro, N.M. 87801

A "FAN" (?) LETTER
TO THE EDITOR
June 30, 1983
John Conron
Nobody wants your Gazebo, old
boy, nor your La Cronica Publication,
nor your Exposed Construction at the
Palace Of The Governors of the
Museum of New Mexico, and, frankly,
you are a mess.
The forgoing one sentence letter was
received by your editor last month. No
signature; the coward! The envelope is
postmarked "Albuquerque".
For your information Conron and
Lent, Architects have been the architects for the continuing restoration / renovation work at the Palace of
the Governors in Santa Fe, as well as
the architects employed by the City of
Santa Fe to prepare the construction
drawings and specifications for the
winning design of the Gazebo / Bandstand which may be erected in Santa
Fe's Plaza.
We always welcome your comments.
John P. Conron, Editor.
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La Cronica Welcomes
NEW SOCIETY
MEMBERS
FOR 1983
Edwina Romero, Las Vegas, NM
Ruthann Knudson, Walnut Creek, CA
Dr. Fred Knight, Cherry Valley, CA
Norman Kepler, Albuquerque, NM
Paula R. Havstad, Albuquerque, NM
C. D. Hartz, Albuquerque, NM
David M. Gonzales, Santa Fe, NM
W. E. Gibbs, Roswell, NM
Linda Gegick, Santa Fe, NM
Jarvis P. Garrett, Albuquerque, NM
jannet Ferrell, Albuquerque, NM
Mary Jean Cook, Santa Fe, NM
Mrs. Claude L. Smoot, Albuquerque, NM
Robert Woods Construction Inc.,
Santa Fe, NM
Jan Barnhart, Albuquerque, NM
Denis F. Quinn, San Francisco, CA
Sam & Carrrie Arnold, Denver CO
V. L. Belcher, Albuquerque, NM
Janet Berenda, Albuquerque, NM
Wayne E. Bingham, Albuquerque, NM
Bernard A. Brock, Santa Fe, NM
Susan M. Brown, Santa Fe, NM
Mary Helen Carroll, Albuquerque, NM
W. Russel Carroll, Albuquerque, NM
Thomas T. Cavanaugh, Albuquerque, NM
Florence Chakerian, Albuquerque, NM
Robert W. Eveleth, Socorro, NM
Maria C. McKeon, Santa Fe, NM
Katherine McMahon, Albuquerque, NM
David Remley, Albuquerque, NM
Bart Ripp, Albuquerque, NM
Louis Sarabia, Las Cruces, NM
Andrew Smith, Albuquerque, NM
Dorthy Stevenson, Albuquerque, NM
Mr. & Mrs. A. A. Tertipes, Albuquerque, NM
Nancy Wood, Santa Fe, NM
Fern Ella Young, Albuquerque, NM
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